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Our Ref: HSS(MD) 81/2021 

Date:       24 December 2021 

 
Dear Colleague 
 
NEUTRALISING MONOCLONAL ANTIBODIES (nMABs) OR ANTIVIRALS FOR 
NON-HOSPITALISED PATIENTS WITH COVID-19 – FURTHER ADDENDUM 
 
This further addendum to HSS(MD) 81/2021 is to advise that the published UK-wide 
clinical commissioning policy for use of neutralising monoclonal antibodies (nMABs) 
or antivirals for non-hospitalised patients with COVID-19 has today been updated to 
remind clinicians that treatments should only be offered where the patient is not 
already showing signs of clinical improvement and to provide further clarity on 
haematological disease (appendix 1) and the chemotherapy agents (appendix 2) 
relevant to determining patient eligibility. 
 
Please refer to the updated version of the policy here. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

PROF SIR MICHAEL McBRIDE     
Chief Medical Officer    
 

Enclosed: Interim Clinical Commissioning Policy: Neutralising monoclonal antibodies 

or antivirals for non-hospitalised patients with COVID-19 (published 24 December 

2021)  

mailto:Michael.McBride@health-ni.gov.uk
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/interim-clinical-commissioning-policy-neutralising-monoclonal-antibodies-or-antivirals-non
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Director of Public Health/Medical Director, Public Health Agency (for onward 
 distribution to all relevant health protection staff)  
Assistant Director Public Health (Health Protection), Public Health Agency  
Director of Nursing, Public Health Agency  
Assistant Director of Pharmacy and Medicines Management, Health and Social Care 
 Board (for onward distribution to Community Pharmacies)  
Directors of Pharmacy HSC Trusts  
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Family Practitioner Service Leads, Health and Social Care Board (for cascade to GP 
 Out of Hours services)  
Medical Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Consultants, 
 Occupational Health Physicians and School Medical Leads)  
Nursing Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Community Nurses, and 
 Midwives)  
Directors of Children’s Services, HSC Trusts  
RQIA (for onward transmission to all independent providers including independent 
 hospitals)  
Medicines Management Pharmacists, HSC Board (for cascade to prescribing 
 advisers)  
Regional Medicines Information Service, Belfast HSC Trust  
Regional Pharmaceutical Procurement Service, Northern HSC Trust  
Professor Donna Fitzsimons, Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery QUB  
Professor Sonja McIlfatrick, Head of School of Nursing, University of Ulster  
Heather Finlay, CEC  
Donna Gallagher, Open University  
Professor Paul McCarron, Head of School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
 Sciences, UU  
Professor Colin McCoy, Head of School, School of Pharmacy, QUB  
Professor Colin Adair, Postgraduate Pharmacy Dean, NI Centre for Pharmacy 
  Learning and Development, QUB 
Joe Brogan, Assistant Director of Integrated Care, HSCB  
Michael Donaldson, Head of Dental Services, HSCB (for distribution to all 
   General Dental Practitioners) 
Raymond Curran, Head of Ophthalmic Services, HSCB (for distribution to 
 Community Optometrists)  
Trade Union Side 
Clinical Advisory Team 
Louise McMahon, Director of Integrated Care, HSCB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This letter is available on the Department of Health website at    

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-

advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications 
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