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Dear Colleague 
 
CHANGE OF DOSE INTERVAL BETWEEN THE PFIZER-BIONTECH AND 
MODERNA COVID-19 VACCINES 
 

1. Further to our letter of the 10 June, HSS(MD) 39/2021, we are writing to you 
to advise that, we are recommending that the current dose intervals between 
the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines should be extended 
from 6 weeks to 8 weeks.   
 

2. This is based on updated advice from the independent experts at the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) who have suggested that 
the optimal interval dosage between COVID-19 vaccines should be 8 weeks. 
 

3. No change of schedule is required for the AstraZeneca vaccine as it currently 
stands at 8 weeks. 

 
4. From the 1 August, the dose interval between COVID-19 vaccines will now 

be as follows: 
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 Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine – dose interval should be 8 weeks; 
 

 Moderna vaccine  - dose should be 8 weeks; 
 

 AstraZeneca Vaccine – dose interval should be 8 weeks. 
 

5. For those who have already received their first dose, scheduled appointments 
for second doses should remain unaffected.  

 
6. Thank you for your continued efforts and, as ever, we are hugely grateful for 

everything that you are doing to make the HSC-delivery of this programme the 
success that it is. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

  

Prof Sir Michael McBride 
Chief Medical Officer 

Prof Charlotte McArdle 
Chief Nursing Officer  

Mrs Cathy Harrison 
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer 
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This letter is available on the Department of Health website at    

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-

advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications 
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