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Dear Colleague 
 
COVID-19 VACCINATIONS OVER THE SUMMER OF 2023 
 
My letter of 20 March 2023 (HSS(MD)15/2023) announced the changes to the primary 
course offer of the COVID-19 vaccine from 30 June 2023 which are:- 
 

• The offer of a primary course of vaccination for any healthy persons aged 5-49 
years of age who have yet to take up the offer will cease; and 
 

• The ongoing offer of a primary course of vaccination for eligible individuals who 
have yet to take up the offer will only be available to coincide with a seasonal 
programme such as a spring or autumn programme. 

 
I recognise however that there may be exceptional circumstances beyond June 30th 
where an individual still requires access to COVID-19 vaccination, such as for medical 
or travel purposes etc.   
 
Therefore, the purpose of this letter is to inform you that the Public Health Agency will 
put in place arrangements to allow a number of venues to continue to offer primary 
courses of COVID-19 vaccination over the summer months until the autumn 2023 
COVID-19 booster programme begins.  The PGD will be updated to reflect this 
arrangement. 
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Details of where these venues will be located will be made available on the NI Direct 
COVID-19 vaccination page in due course - https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/get-
covid-19-vaccination-northern-ireland 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
 

PP DR NARESH CHADA 
 
PROFESSOR SIR MICHAEL McBRIDE     
Chief Medical Officer    
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Circulation List  
 
Director of Public Health/Medical Director, Public Health Agency (for onward 
 distribution to all relevant health protection staff)  
Assistant Director Public Health (Health Protection), Public Health Agency  
Director of Nursing, Public Health Agency  
Assistant Director of Pharmacy and Medicines Management, SPPG (for onward 
 distribution to Community Pharmacies)  
Directors of Pharmacy HSC Trusts  
Director of Social Care and Children, SPPG  
Family Practitioner Service Leads, SPPG (for cascade to GP Out of Hours services)  
Medical Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Consultants, 
 Occupational Health Physicians and School Medical Leads)  
Nursing Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Community Nurses, and 
 Midwives)  
Directors of Children’s Services, HSC Trusts  
RQIA (for onward transmission to all independent providers including independent 
 hospitals)  
Joe Brogan, Assistant Director, Head of Pharmacy and Medicines Management, 
  Strategic Planning and Performance Group (SPPG) (for onward distribution to 
  SPPG Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team and community pharmacists) 
Regional Medicines Information Service, Belfast HSC Trust  
Regional Pharmaceutical Procurement Service, Northern HSC Trust  
Professor Donna Fitzsimons, Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery QUB  
Professor Neal Cook, Head of School of Nursing, University of Ulster  
Heather Finlay, CEC  
Donna Gallagher, Open University  
Professor Paul McCarron, Head of School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
 Sciences, UU  
Professor Colin McCoy, Head of School, School of Pharmacy, QUB  
Professor Colin Adair, Postgraduate Pharmacy Dean, NI Centre for Pharmacy 
  Learning and Development, QUB 
Michael Donaldson, Head of Dental Services, SPPG (for distribution to all General 
Dental Practitioners) 
Raymond Curran, Head of Ophthalmic Services, SPPG (for distribution to 
 Community Optometrists)  
Trade Union Side 
Clinical Advisory Team 
Louise McMahon, Director of Integrated Care, SPPG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This letter is available on the Department of Health website at    

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-

advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications 
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